
The air was filled with dust from a saw, furniture had been moved, items resting on shelves were 
temporarily relocated, tool boxes ladened with every sort of tool were strewn across the floor, 
hands were busy taking measurements, cutting boards, running electric wire, sanding, ...and 
laughter filled the empty spaces. These were just a few of the sights and sounds that occupied the 
church library, parlor and workroom on Saturday, December 14. I know because I assisted FABB 
with this project. 
 

You may be wondering — what is FABB? I hope that you have heard of them.  If not you need too! 
FABB is one of the treasures of the Westminster Church of the Brethren’s ministry. 
 

FABB (Fixing, Assisting, Building Brethren) meets every second Saturday of the month. The morn-
ing begins at 7:00am with breakfast at Meadow Branch Church of the Brethren’s pancake break-
fast. If they are not serving, the group gathers at Denny’s. After a delicious meal and good conver-
sation, the remainder of the morning is spent in service to a member of the congregation, to one 
another, or occasionally to meet a need in our community. The group’s goal is to be finished with 
the work by noon. 
 

FABB projects have included raking leaves or other yard work, cleaning out gutters, moving furni-
ture, laying laminate flooring, hanging a bulletin board and installing window treatments at church, 
repairing tables and chairs, painting, hanging a wall mounted television, painting a garage, clean-
ing out a basement, plumbing, electrical or carpentry repairs or almost any task that might be 
needed. 
 

There is never a charge for the help of FABB, although many generous members have made con-
tributions to the church after receiving FABB’s assistance. These accumulated funds are available 
for purchase of supplies or materials for a future project, in the event that a member needing some 
assistance isn’t able to pay for the necessary supplies. Last year, FABB funded the purchase of 
paint for Shepherd’s Spring conference building. 
 

Everyone is invited to participate, and no specific skills or talents are needed! Part of the fun of 
FABB is the learning from one another and how to go about accomplishing something in a different 
way. Bruce Darsch serves as the coordinator for FABB.  If you have a project for FABB or ques-
tions about participating you may contact Bruce at bdarsch@qis.net or 443-864-3392. 
 

As we move into a new year, I hope that you will join FABB or call upon them for assistance with a 
project. But more importantly, I believe that we as a congregation can learn from FABB as we im-
plement new programs and continue ongoing ministries. I have learned some new skills from 
FABB that are not only helpful for around the house but for ministry as well. One discovery has 
been the importance of laughter and having fun while working. Another take-away lesson is that it 
does not require a group of experts to complete a project. What’s needed is at least one person 
who is skilled, patient and willing to teach others. In other words, what matters is RELATIONSHIPS 
(within the group, the church and community). May we all take these lessons to heart. 

Pastoral Ponderings                               by Glenn McCrickard, pastor 
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News from the Leadership Team 

“Commit thy works unto Jehovah, and thy purposes shall be established.”  
 Proverbs 16:3 
 
As we begin a New Year, we should take time to thank Cinda Showalter and the 
other folks who served on your Leadership Team in 2013. You may be aware 
that it is not always easy to fill these positions for church leadership, especially 
the Leadership Chair. Cinda graciously accepted the call and did a fine job in 
service to the congregation as did other members of the team. Our church func-
tions best when many people contribute. 
 
Here are some of the things that people have done.  At the last Leadership Meet-
ing in November, Nancy McCrickard presented an overview of what she hopes to 

accomplish as Community Spirit Coordinator in the coming year. You have probably noticed that she has already started 
many good projects and that with only two months on the job! Lisa Blevins reported that we will coordinate Bible School 
this summer with Meadow Branch Church of the Brethren. Jack Tevis explained the many things that the Property Team is 
doing, which included leaf cleanup outside, solving kitchen problems, installing additional electric plugs in the library, and 
taking up the musty carpet in the conference room. As of this writing there was still a vacancy for Chair of the Education 
Team, which we urgently need to fill.  Leadership approved Cinda Showalter for nomination to the Personnel Relations 
Team. Bruce Darsch presented a proposed church budget to the Leadership Team for 2014, which had a large challenge 
based on requests made. Members of the Leadership Team reduced expenditures in multiple line items to bring that chal-
lenge down to the $22,000 range.   
 

Things coming up in January are the Leadership Team retreat on Saturday, January 18th, and a Congregational Business 

Meeting to receive annual reports at 9:30am on January 26th.  We hope to see you on the 26th! 

~Jeanne Dussault 

Leadership Team Chair 

XYZ Group 

caterer for the luncheon on this day, 
with an oven fried dinner menu, sched-
uled for 12:30pm in the Fellowship Hall 
of the church.  There will be no charge 
for the meal, but there will be oppor-
tunity for a free will gift to help cover 
the food costs. 
 
Everyone who has an interest in learn-
ing more about the health care issue is 
welcome.  Please call your reservation 
to the church office by noon Monday, 
January 13. 
 
Our volunteer service day this month 
will be on January 28th (the 4th Tues-
day, as usual), at SERRV, reporting at 

8:30am in SERRV’s “pricing room” in 
the upper group of buildings of the 
Brethren Service Center at New Wind-
sor.   Please feel welcome to join us.  
To sign on, please call the church of-
fice by Friday noon, January 24. 
 
We are pleased to welcome Cinda 
Showalter as the incoming chair of the 
XYZ planning committee, beginning 
this month, and also Mark Woodworth 
as a new member of this group.  Con-
tinuing members include Bill Achor, 
Barbara Groff, Lydia Ibex, Chuck Iz-
ard,  Dot LeFevre, and Dot Saville. 
 
      ~Fran Nyce  

Would you like more information about 
the Affordable Care Act and the health 
care benefits it provides?   You will 
have a great opportunity to have your 
questions answered at the XYZ Janu-
ary 21 luncheon event in the Fellow-
ship Hall of the church. 
 
Mary Honeman will be sharing a pow-
er point presentation as a representa-
tive of the Partnership for a Healthier 
Carroll, who has taken responsibility 
for getting out information in our com-
munity about the health care act as a 
public service. 
 
Virginia Stoner will be the volunteer 
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Sunday School classes 
meet every Sunday from 
9:30am to 10:30am.  Adult 
supervision for the children 
and youth begins at 
9:15am. The following clas-
ses are available this 
month:  

Pre-Kindergarten through 
early elementary meets 
upstairs in room 201. 
 

Middle School Youth 
(Grades 5-7) meets down-
stairs in the Middle School 
room with their teacher, 
Beth Tevis.  
 

Sr. High Youth meets in 
the Senior High Room. 
They are studying Life Keys 
and Philippians. 

 Bible Study Class meets 
in the parlor. They are stud-
ying A Guide to Biblical 
Studies, “First Things.” 
 

Adult Discussion Class 
is currently doing a Great 
Courses DVD series on the 
History of Christianity from 
the Disciples to the Dawn of 
the Reformation.  The class 
meets on the second floor 
in room 204. 
 

January Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  

Sojourner’s Class meets 
in the conference room. 
They will be starting  Soul 

among Lions: Musings of a 
Bootleg Preacher by Will D. 
Campbell  in January. 

 

HELP WANTED 
Helpers Needed for the 
PreK-3rd grade Sunday 
school class. If you are in-
terested, please sign up on 
the sheet on the bulletin 
board. 

Christian Education 

  

Book Club News 

The discussion of 
our next book 
"Destiny of the Re-
public: A tale of 
Madness, Medicine 
and the Murder of 
a President" by 
Candice Millard, 
will take place on 

Thursday, January 9th in the home 
of     .  We hope you will join us for an 

evening of conversation and fellow-
ship. 
 

Life After Life by Kate Atkinson is the 
selection for March 5 and Olive Kitter-
idge by Elizabeth Strout will be dis-
cussed on May 8. Hostesses for the 
last two books will announced at a 
later time.  Many of you have suggest-
ed other books and we will put them 
on our to- be-read list! 

If you love books, we invite you to read 
along with us and join us for some fel-
lowship and some great discussions! 
Please feel free to contact Mary Hone-
man if you have any questions. 
 

Happy reading!  Hope to see you at 
our next book club meeting! 

We are updating our birthday and anniversary list so please call the office or email us at 
office@westminsterbrethren.org with your birthday or anniversary.  Thank You! 
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Fellowship/Hospitality/Worship 

Sunday, January 5 

First Sunday Service & Luncheon 
     10:15-11:15am Worship 
11:30am-12:30pm Luncheon (Bring a dish to share) 
 

Wednesday, January 8 - CAN (Time Change!!!) 
5:15-6:15pm Meal: Soup, Sandwich, Chips, Pickles,  
           Salad & Dessert. 
6:00-7:00pm  Kids Club 
6:30-7:30pm Bible Study with Pastor Glenn on the 
                                 Book of Philippians in the Conference 
                                 Room 
6:45-7:30pm Streams of Joy 
7:30-8:30pm Adult Choir 
 

Saturday, January 11 
6:30pm         Ice Cream Social (Making Ice Cream) 
         in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday, January 12 
11:00-1:30am         McDaniel Community Brunch 
         ($9) 
 

Wednesday, January 15 - CAN 
5:15-6:15pm Meal: Mac & Cheese, green beans, stewed 
  tomatoes, salad, fruit & dessert 
 Activity: Sending Cards 
6:00-7:00pm Kids Club 
6:30-7:30pm Bible Study with Pastor Glenn on the 
                                 Book of Philippians in the Conference 
                                 Room     
6:45-7:30pm        Streams of Joy 
7:30-8:30pm        Adult Choir 
 

Sunday, January 19 - Koinonia 
9:15am Join us for a time of fellowship and  
 refreshments between the first service 
 and Sunday School. 

 

Wednesday, January 22 - CAN 
5:15-6:15pm Meal: Guest Chef, Pat Burnett 
6:00-7:00pm  Kids Club 
6:30-7:30pm Bible Study with Pastor Glenn on the 
                                 Book of Philippians in the Conference 
                                 Room 
6:45-7:30pm Streams of Joy 
7:30-8:30pm Adult Choir 
 

Sunday, January 26  
9:30am-10:30am     Congregational Business Meeting  
9:30am        Continental Breakfast in the  
        Fellowship Hall    
 

Wednesday, January 29 - CAN 
5:15-6:15pm Meal: Pizza with Mark, Salad, Fruit 
                                 & Dessert 
6:00-7:00pm  Kids Club 
6:30-7:30pm Bible Study with Pastor Glenn on the 
                                 Book of Philippians in the Conference 
                                 Room 
6:45-7:30pm Streams of Joy 
7:30-8:30pm Adult Choir 
 

Coming in February 
Souper Bowl on February 2! 
 
 
 

If you plan on attending CAN, please contact the church 
office on or before Monday of that week and give them 
your name as well as the number of people who will be 

attending.  Thank you! 

Fellowship/Hospitality Ministry Team 
Is Stepping Outside of the Box! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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During the month of October, 2013 several groups from the Westminster Church of the Brethren were provided opportuni-
ties to volunteer both locally and at a distance. 
 

Miller Davis and Howard Miller spent five weeks renovating an apartment building for Bethany Theological Seminary in 
Richmond, Indiana.  Other volunteers from congregations in the southern Ohio area provided back up support.  This facili-
ty will provide necessary housing for residential students attending the seminary. 
 

Two other members, Marilyn Ebaugh and Linda Ibex, went on assignment to Tom's River, New Jersey to help with the 
aftermath from Super Storm Sandy. 
 

Brethren Disaster Ministries provides opportunities for volunteers to go on location where needed to perform various du-
ties.  Marilyn and Linda served as cooks to feed the many individuals who came to help rebuild that area.  Our  congrega-
tion provided non-perishable items as well as $800 toward the cost of perishable food.   
 

In addition to those opportunities,  fifteen members of the congregation spent one day giving their time to various areas 
locally.  This was part of our stewardship toward the local community.  Five visited at Carroll Lutheran Village conducting 
Bingo games and visiting residents at the Diven House. Ten went to Second Chance Family Shelter to paint and 
clean.  Both groups came away feeling like they had received more than they had given.  

Celebrating Volunteer Service 

Youth 

 
A WCoB Disaster Response Trip is scheduled for July 27—August 2. The location has not been 
determined. If you are interested in volunteering for the week, please contact Ernie Rice. No ex-

perience required, just a willing heart! 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Attention Youth, NYC Alumni & Anyone Interested in Supporting Our Youth….Join us on January 3, 2014 at 6:00pm 
for a Countdown to NYC Registration Party at the church.  There will be food & fun activities (how good are you at 4 
Square)… all counting down the time to 8:00pmEST when registration opens. 

Called by Christ - Blessed For the Journey Together… 

NYC 2014...July 19-24, Colorado State University, Ft. Collins, CO. 

 

The Youth earned $235 from their Bake Sale for National Youth Conference! Thanks for your generous and loving sup-

port! 
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Tower of Hope Attention Campers! 

Camping - Jellystone Park 
Hagerstown, Maryland 

August 15 & 16, 2014 
 
This camping date was selected at the 
camper's meeting to coincide with an 
activity at Shepherd's Spring on Satur-
day. Sites have been reserved in the 
wooded area where we have camped 
before; including full hookups and a 
couple of sites suitable for tenting. The 
park is under new ownership, and I 
have been informed that we will be 
given a ten percent discount, but have 
not been advised of the rates for 2014.  
Please advise ASAP if you are inter-
ested in camping that weekend. I will 
let you know the rates when known, 
and you can confirm with a deposit by 
a date to be determined. We will be 
home from Florida near the end of 
March. You may contact John 

Graybeal at 717-515-9086 (cell). 

 
Did you see the tower from our December canned fruit 
drive?  Our tower grew to be about 25” tall. Stay tuned. 
We want to build an even bigger tower in February. 
 
Our Food Pantry provides food to folks in need in our 
community on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month. 

A special thank you to all those who assisted us this past year with various events we 
held - washing dishes, fixing meals, being a guest chef, a CAN helper, preparing carry-

in dishes and being active to spread our hospitality to others. 
                            ~Norma Jean & Linda 
 

We would like to thank all who donated cookies, brownies or fudge for the Candlelight Reception that was held on Decem-

ber 22.                                ~Norma Jean & Linda 
 

Thank you for funding our Dove Tree.  As a visual reminder of our commitment to serve the world, we have placed 217 
doves, which equates to $1,085, on our beautiful library tree.  Tho' we have finished placing doves, the need in the  
Philippines is great and we encourage any further donations.  Your contributions may be placed in the offering plate and 

marked to indicate it is for BDM (Brethren Disaster Ministries). 
 

We would like to thank the congregation for all of your very generous support, both financial and prayers, during our serv-

ing the people of Tom's River, New Jersey.                 ~Marylin Ebaugh & Linda Ibex 
 

Thanks to everyone who sponsored Angel Tree gifts. Your compassion is a source of light for God’s love this Christmas 

season for the families of Head Start and mothers who receive the Baby Kits. 

Thank You! 

Jesus born in a cave near the close of day,  
by virgin birth, the Gospels say, 
Proclaimed by angels from on high,  

shepherds heard and saw them in the sky. 
 

God sent His son to earth so long ago,  

to live with mankind so they could know, 
Their lives should be cleansed without and within,  

because they had been living so deeply in sin. 
 

Those high in authority feared losing their power,  

they plotted and planned til the darkest hour. 
Thinking death on the cross to be His downfall,  

but by conquering death He paid the debt for all. 
 

                   ~Helen Duckworth 

Poetry Corner 
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Our Library 

Are you aware of the wonderful array of materials in our library (all kept in order by the hard work of Nell Young)?  Stop 
by to peruse, then check out some of the “good stuff” to take home to read. 
 
Some wonderful treasures I found recently: 

 
Saint Francis of Assisi: A Life of Joy by Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 

Just Who Will You Be? by Maria Shriver 
Preaching in a Tavern by Kenneth Morse 

Peace: The Words and Inspiration of Mahatma Gandhi 

On Sunday, January 5 at 9:00am, all those interested in the Early Worship Service are invited to 
a meeting in the Conference Room.  The purpose of this gathering is to give input and feedback 
as to the value and importance of the early service.  It also will be a time where ideas or thoughts 
for enhancement of the service can be expressed. The Worship Ministry Team would appreciate 
your support. 

 
 

 

Wanted! 

If you don't save your Christmas cards, Virginia Hodgdon would like to have them as she uses them for projects in her 
Sunday School class. 
 

Focus on Service:  Do you spend time volunteering in our community (beyond the Westminster Church of the Brethren)?  
If so, please let Nancy McCrickard know about your involvement.  She would like to begin highlighting the ways our con-
gregation is being of service in the world. 

Announcements 

 Souper Bowl Sunday 
 

Sunday, February 2, 2014 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

 

Savory homemade soups, Delicious assorted breads, 
Delightful desserts 

 

Tickets:  Adult — $8.00 
Family — $16.00 

Child 11 and under — $4.00 
 

Live Auction and Services Sale 
 

Door Prizes 
 

Proceeds to benefit Boys and Girls Club, Heifer International 
 and Disaster Relief Ministries 

 

If you have a service you would like to donate to our Services Sale  
or one you would like to buy, 

please contact Marilyn Ebaugh. 
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Hold These in Your Prayers 

 

“Like” Westminster CoB’s Facebook page and you will be able to follow  

periodic postings related to our ongoing ministries. 

We extend our deepest sympathies and prayers... 

 

Needed... 

The Cold Weather Shelter is in great need for twin sheets both flat and fitted as well as blankets.  If you are 
willing to provide one or the other or both, please place them in the bin marked "Cold Weather Shelter".  

Thank you!                 ~Linda Ibex 
 

 
 
Save Box Tops for Education® and earn funds for the Head Start Program.  Each Box Top coupon 
is worth 10¢ and they add up fast! Bring them to the church office and we’ll pass them along to 

Head Start. 
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January 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
5:15pm CAN  
6:30pm Bible 
                Study 
6:45pm Streams 
                of Joy 
7:30pm Sr. Choir 

2 
6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
  
7:00pm Bell 

Practice @ St. 
      Paul’s UCC 

3  
6:00pm NYC 

Countdown 
                Party 

4 
11am-1pm 
Organ 
       Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 
             Fishes 
 

5 
 

1st Sunday 
  9:00am SS 
10:15am Worship 
11:15am Lunch 

 

Communion 

during Worship 

6 
 
6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 

7 
 
1:00pm XYZ 

Planning Mtg. 

8 
 
5:15pm CAN  
6:30pm Bible 
                Study 
6:45pm Streams 
                of Joy 
7:30pm Sr. Choir 
 

9 
 
6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
  
7:00pm Bell 

Practice @ St. 
      Paul’s UCC 

10 
 

 

11     7am FABB 

 

11am-1pm  
Organ 
       Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 
             Fishes 
 

6:30pm  Ice 
Cream Social 

12 
 
11:30 Brunch 
    on the Hill @ 

    McDaniel 
12:00pm  
Deacon's 
             Meeting 

13 
 
6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

 

15 
 
5:15pm CAN  
6:30pm Bible 
                Study 
6:45pm Streams 
                of Joy 
7:30pm Sr. Choir 
 

16 
 
6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
 

7:00pm Bell 

Practice @ St. 
      Paul’s UCC 

17 
 

 

18  
9am-3pm 
Leadership 
            Retreat 
 

11am-1pm Or-
gan Rehearsal 
 

 

12pm  Loaves &  
             Fishes 

19 
 

 

9:15am Koinonia 
 
 

20 
 
6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 
 

 

21 
 
12:30pm XYZ  
           Luncheon 
 
 
 

 

22 
 
5:15pm CAN  
6:30pm Bible 
                Study 
6:45pm Streams 
                of Joy 
7:30pm Sr. Choir 
 

23 
 
6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
 

7:00pm Bell 

Practice @ St. 
      Paul’s UCC 

24 25 
 
11am-1pm 
Organ 
       Rehearsal 
 

12pm  Loaves & 
             Fishes 
 

 

26 
 

 

27 
6:30pm 
Accelerando 
              Practice 

28 
8:30am XYZ to 
              SERRV 

29 
5:15pm CAN  
6:30pm Bible 
                Study 
6:45pm Streams 
                of Joy 
7:30pm Sr. Choir 

30 
6:30pm 
Westminster 
            Ringers 
 

7:00pm Bell 

Practice @ St. 
      Paul’s UCC 

31  

Worship Schedule 
    8:25am Contemporary Worship 

    9:30am Sunday School 

  10:45am Traditional Worship 
 

 Remains constant unless otherwise  

noted. 



WESTMINSTER 

CHURCH OF THE  

BRETHREN 
 

1 Park Place  

Westminster, Maryland 

21157 

 

 
Phone: 410-848-8090 

Fax: 410-848-0735 

E-mail: 

office@westminsterbrethren.

org 

Visit us on the web.  

www.westminsterbrethren.org 

January 19 
Theme: Secure Steps 
Scripture: Psalm 40:1-11 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 

8:25am Service 
Worship Leader: Marilyn Ebaugh 

10:45am Service 
Worship Leader: Martina Lane 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir 
 
 

January 26 
Theme: Immediately!? 
Scripture: Matthew 4:12-23 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 

8:25am Service 
Worship Leader: Don Rowe 

10:45am Service 
Worship Leader: Steve Stahley 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Belle Grove Legato 
  
 

January 5 
First Sunday 

10:15am Service 
Theme: Move in our Midst 
Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 
Worship Leader: Jeanne Dussault 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Streams of Joy & Senior Choir 
 
 
 

January 12 
Theme: God is still God. 
Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9 
Preacher: Glenn McCrickard 

8:25am Service 
Worship Leader: Norma Jean Swam 

10:45am Service 
Worship Leader: Bruce Darsch 
Children’s Time: Liz Haff 
Music: Senior Choir 
 
 
 
 

January Worship 

We are a biblically grounded community committed to 
continuing the work of  

Jesus.  Peacefully.  Simply.  Together.  By: 
 

~creatively worshipping God 

 with a unified Spirit; 
 

~expansively studying what it means  

to be Christian; 
 

~willingly reaching out to others in  

service, locally and globally; 
 

~intentionally supporting each other; and 
 

~honoring Christ’s call to be 

 peacemakers 
 
 


